
2025 sees the return of a vintage classic of the comic creative’s calendar- Oxford’s 
Caption, August 16/17th 2025!

Things are coming together quickly now for the relaunched Caption Comic Festival, 
taking place August 16th and 17th 2025 at Seacourt Hall, 3 Church Way, Botley, 
Oxford OX2 9TH. Remember that as Caption doesn’t take place in large cavernous 
halls, attendance is limited to a comfortable number. Caption is a more intimate and 
cosy event, so we cannot guarantee tickets on the door and would prefer you buy in 
advance. You can now get your ticket with different levels of perks direct from our 
website https://caption.sumupstore.com/. Numbers are limited so don’t delay.

GUESTWATCH!

We’re excited to announce our latest 
guest for Caption: Rebirth, the award-
winning PAUL CORNELL!

Paul Cornell has written episodes of 
Elementary, Doctor Who (Father’s Day 
and Human Nature), Primeval, Robin 
Hood and many other TV series, including 
his own ITV children’s show, Wavelength. 

He’s worked for every major comics 
company, including his creator- owned 
series I Walk With Monsters for The Vault 
with Sally Cantirino (Artist, Cover Artist), 
Dearbhla Kelly (Colorist), Andworld Design 
(Letterer); The Modern Frankenstein 
for Magma with Emma Vieceli (Artist) 
and Pippa Bowland (Colourist); Saucer 
Country for Vertigo with Ryan Kelly (Artist), 
Giulia Brusco (Colourist), and Sal Cipriano 
(Letterer); and This Damned Band for 
Dark Horse with Tony Parker (Artist), 
Lovern Kindzierski (Colourist). Plus runs 
for Marvel and DC on Batman and Robin, 
Wolverine and Young Avengers. He’s 
the writer of the Lychford rural fantasy 
novellas from Tor.com Publishing.

He’s won the BSFA Award for his short 
fiction, an Eagle Award for his comics, a 
Hugo Award for his podcast and shares 
in a Writer’s Guild Award for his Doctor 
Who and the Grand Prix Nova and 
Scribe awards for the audio series Tom 
Clancy’s Splinter Cell: Firewall. He’s also 
the winner of the Terrance Dicks Award 
for lifetime achievement in Doctor Who 
writing. He’s the co-host of Hammer 
House of Podcast and Telefantasy Time 
Jump. His latest book is the SF novella 
Rosebud and his latest graphic novel is 
the forthcoming Who Killed Nessie? with 
artist Rachael Smith.

Paul will be on our Networking in 
Comics Panel (with more guests to be 
announced), scheduled for the afternoon 
of Sunday 17th August 2025, hosted by 
Sarah L Miles. Remember all panels and 
workshops are included with your festival 
ticket price, but numbers are limited, so 
go to captionfestival.co.uk for more info 
on tickets.

We’re also delighted to welcome Zen K. 
to Caption: Rebirth! Zen K. is a UK-based 
illustrator and comics artist whose work 
includes The House on 52 Carlton Street 
and Runaway Mayhem. A fresh voice in 
the indie comics scene, Zen exhibited at 
ShortBox Comics Fair 2024 and has since 
been published by Koguchi Press. She was 
named one of Broken Frontier’s Six to 
Watch 2025, marking her as an emerging 
talent to follow. Zen will be joining us 
on the Saturday afternoon panel hosted 
by Barry Renshaw, The Long And Short 
Of It – Discussing Long and Short Form 
Comics, along with previously announced 
guests (subject to work committments) 
with guests Beck Kubrick, Paul Rainey and 
Lucy Sullivan.

And we’re still not done!

We’re also excited to announce Darryl 
Cunningham as a guest for a one-on-
one panel for Caption: Rebirth, Sunday 
afternoon only on 17th August 2025.

Darryl is a writer and artist whom Broken 
Frontier described as having “established 
himself as one of the most vital and 
important voices in British comics… it’s 
creators of Cunningham’s calibre who 
are at the forefront of the resurgence 
of graphic journalism as an accepted 
form of reportage.” His work ranges 
from the all-ages fun of the Uncle Bob 
Adventures (from Blank Slate) to the 
topical myth-busting of Science Tales 
(from Myriad Editions), and his breakout 
book Psychiatric Tales (from Blank Slate/
Bloomsbury) is praised as “undoubtedly 
one of the pivotal works in the rise of 
graphic medicine in the UK over the last 
ten years”.

Other work includes: Supercrash: How 
to Hijack the Global Economy (Myriad 
Editions); Putin’s Russia: The Rise of a 
Dictator (Drawn & Quarterly); and his 
latest book, Elon Musk: American Oligarch 
(Seven Stories Press UK), described by 
Alan Moore as “an exceptional piece of 
work, right when we need it most,” and 
we all know Alan Moore knows the score.

WORKSHOPWATCH!

We are also happy to announce our 
workshops for the weekend, free for 
ticket holders. We welcome local artists, 
writers and founders of OCCULTZ (The 
Oxford Comics, Cult and Zine Fair) Jason 
Atomic and Owen Michael Johnson, 
who will demonstrate how, through the 
application of some simple DIY practices 
your own life and interests can be 
adapted into collectible, limited edition 
art objects. There will be a presentation 
of rare comix and zines from their archive 
and they will be sharing tips and hints to 
get you started in the exciting world of 
indie self-publishing. 

For Saturday morning we have a Build a 
Collaborative Comic Workshop, a two 
hour whirlwind instruction on creating 

a comic, either on your own or with friends, plenty of time to flex your storytelling 
muscles!

For Saturday afternoon, we have Clothed Figure Drawing, hosted by Emily Brady. Any 
artist will tell you that Life Drawing is some of the best creative practice you can put in 
to become a better artist. With two models attending, and poses running from a couple 
of minutes up into longer more sustained drawings, bring your sketchbooks and paper 
and have a go at capturing a pose! 

On Sunday we have The Sketchbook Binding Workshop. Workshop host and local 
Oxford Artist Amy Letts takes you through this time-honoured skill, with the chance to 
sew and bind pages together, and create a unique cover.

Elsewhere we are still taking submissions of comics on the theme of “Rebirth” for the 
festival programme. Submissions details are here and contributions should be sent to 
captionfest@gmail.com by 30th June 2025.

PORTFOLIO REVIEWS!

For this year at Caption, we are looking to 
highlight the way established creators can 
help up and coming creators, whether in 
a practical way like storytelling or printing, 
to more promotional activities with 
marketing, exhibiting at conventions, and 
dealing with social media. So for Caption 
Rebirth, alongside the panels mentioned 
above and valuable networking 
opportunities with other creators, we are 
introducing a limited number portfolio 
reviews with our volunteer guests. 

These will be 20 minute slots throughout 
the day, with one on one discussions 
with established creators who have been 
exactly where you are and have continued 
to succeed in their own unique ways. The 
review is informal, without promise of 
employment, nor bias or agenda- we’re 
there to help in whatever ways you’re 
looking for. To that end, they are FREE 
with a valid ticket for the festival. This is 
an unique opportunity to spend quality 
time with professionals. We expect 
these portfolio reviews to go quickly, so 
go to https://caption.sumupstore.com/
page/portfolio-review-info to find out 
how you can register your interest when 
you buy your ticket, with your contact 
details, preferred professional and a brief 
paragraph of what type of advice or help 
you’re looking for. 

We will be welcoming more and more 
reviewers to the list closer to the event. 
The other professionals volunteering their 
time include:

Shane Chebsey (Scratch Comics)
Lucy Sullivan (Barking)
Andy Oliver (Saturday only) (Broken 
Frontier)
Beck Kubrick (Dead Girls)
Chris Shepherd (Anfield Road)
Dominique Duong (Saturday only) (The Dog & The Cat)

If you already have a ticket but want to get a slot, then email us at captionfest@gmail.
com with your ticket reference number, your contact details, preferred professional 
listed in order of preference and a brief paragraph of what type of advice or help you’re 
looking for. 

TEN QUESTIONS ABOUT YOU!

Each newsletter we’ll be sharing introductions to this years committee members, many 
of whom are long time Caption veterans. This time, we introduce writer, artist, tutor, 
roller derby warrior and all round Caption spreadsheet ninja, EMILY BRADY:

1- Who are you and what is your role within Caption 2025?

My name is Emily Brady and I’m the secretary for this year’s Caption Festival.

2- What is your role outside Caption 2025?

I’m an illustrator and a teacher. I’ve been making and publishing webcomics since 2004. 
I’m a member of the Spiderforest Webcomic Collective, and you might have seen me 
at comic conventions with my writer accomplice under the name Footloose Comics.

3- What was your first Caption experience?

This will be my first year helping out actually! I’m from the Oxford area but I never got 
to go to Caption. 

4 – What film or TV show is on when you channel surf, and you have to watch it to 
the end?

I’m a real 90’s/00’s anime fan, so the new remake of Ranma 1/2 has me glued to my 
screen!

5 – What makes Caption different from other comic shows?

With a lot of comic conventions focusing on sales and merch at the moment, I’m looking 
forward to helping put on a community focused event.

6 – What is your most played album at the moment?

Hyperdrama by Justice is on repeat in my car at the moment,  Saturnine is my favourite 
track

7 – What does Oxford as a location bring to Caption?

Oxford is a gorgeous city and it has so much to offer. The museums, the theatres, 
the architecture, the parks and gardens? Everything is beautiful and feels steeped in 
history.  My favourite spot is Port Meadow on a warm summer’s day, to picnic and take 
a paddle in the river.

8 – Recommend a takeout in your local area.

Bamboo House in Bicester- all you can eat sushi!

9- What do you hope people will get out of Caption 2025?

New connections, friends, and community.

10- What are you looking forward to the most at Caption 2025?

Honestly I filmed myself saying “and Pizza!” about 20 different ways for the fundraising 
video, I hope I get a pizza.

END OF LINE!

That’s it for this time. Don’t forget to get your ticket HERE!

ABOUT CAPTION:
Caption is an independent comics festival taking place August 16th to 17th 2025 at 
Seacourt Hall, 3 Church Way, Botley, Oxford OX2 9TH. Caption was born from the 
Oxford Student Union body and became the longest running UK comics festival from 
1992 - 2017 before it’s hiatus. With its focus on Independent and Small Press, it was 
instrumental in encouraging many creators starting out, big or small. A goldmine for 
finding fresh talent and rare publications, including zines and handmade comic books, 
you could discover unique personal projects by obscure, unsung artists or accidentally 
bump into your comic heroes. Unlike commercial comics conventions, Caption has 
always been non-profit. Its sales table is run by the organizers, allowing creators to 
roam free and mingle with fans in a relaxed, non-pressured environment. Without 
barriers, everyone got involved in talks and workshops, naturally networking, swapping 
tips and making friends with people with a shared interest in comics. 2025 is the year 
of its return. The Caption 2025 Organizing Committee are Amy Letts, Andy Luke, Vickie 
Bernard, Emily Brady, Matt Chambers and Baz Renshaw.

For press enquiries contact captionfest@gmail.com
Find us at 
bluesky @captioncomicfest.bsky.social
facebook @Captioncomicsfest
tiktok @captioncomicsfest 
instagram @captioncomicfest
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Who are we?
The Caption 2025 Organising Committee are:

Amy Letts is the chair and has previously helped organise two previous Captions. She is studying Event Planning and is area coordinator for Oxfordshire Artweeks. 
She also runs a small art school “StART Art Classes” from her studio.

Emily Brady is the secretary and is an artist-tutor with considerable experience of running workshops.

Andy Luke was Caption secretary from 2005-2008 and has run three other comics festivals. He has twenty years experience as a comics journalist, cartoonist and 
publisher. His comic about epilepsy won a 2011 UnLtd Millennium Award for social entrepreneurship, and he’s had work published in a twice Eisner nominated 
collection.

Barry Renshaw has over two decades experience as an independent comics journalist and publisher and as a writer and artist working in comic book illustration, 
storyboarding and concept design. Previous clients include Topps, Upper Deck, Dynamite, Rebellion A/S, Showmasters, and others. For Caption, he is press 
officer. 

Matt Chambers has a BA in Film and TV production; has worked for Channel 5 and is a YouTube creator, working on Doctor Who fan channels.

Vickie Bernard is autistic and a disability advocate. Vickie is in charge of the Quiet Space area, a space to relax and recover from senosory overwhelm, that we’ve 
introduced in the rebirth of Caption to be more accessible to neurodiverse people. She helps run a local cosplay social group, and enjoys reading small, indie 
comics with a cup of tea, whilst snuggling her chinchillas.

https://www.seacourthall.org.uk/
https://caption.sumupstore.com/
https://www.paulcornell.com/about-paul/
https://vaultcomics.com/products/i-walk-with-monsters-cs#variant=Paperback%20+%20eBook
https://srcantirino.carbonmade.com/
https://dearbhlala.com/
https://www.andworlddesign.com/
https://magmacomix.com/products/the-modern-frankenstein
https://www.emmavieceli.com/
https://www.instagram.com/pippabowland/
https://funrama.blogspot.com/
https://www.instagram.com/salcipriano_art/?hl=en
https://www.tonyparkerart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/lovernkindz/?hl=en
https://torpublishinggroup.com/the-lychford-collection-book-1/?isbn=9781250394019&format=trade
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001fn5r
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001fn5r
https://hammerhouseofpodcast.wordpress.com/
https://hammerhouseofpodcast.wordpress.com/
https://hammerhouseofpodcast.libsyn.com/
https://hammerhouseofpodcast.libsyn.com/
https://torpublishinggroup.com/rosebud/?isbn=9781250765390&format=trade
https://zoop.gg/c/whokillednessie
https://sarahlmiles.com/
https://captionfestival.co.uk/
https://zenk.myportfolio.com/work
https://koguchipress.com/products/the-house-on-52-carlton-street-by-zen-k
https://koguchipress.com/products/runaway-mayhem-by-zen-k
https://www.shortboxcomicsfair.com/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/zen-k-six-to-watch-interview/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/zen-k-six-to-watch-interview/
https://barryrenshaw.co.uk/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/beck-kubrick/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/why-dont-you-love-me-rainey/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/barking-sullivan-avery-hill/
https://darryl-cunningham.blogspot.com/
https://darryl-cunningham.blogspot.com/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/?s=darryl+cunningham
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/?s=darryl+cunningham
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/darryl-cunninghams-uncle-bob-adventures-volume-1-all-ages-tall-tales-offering-from-blank-slate-books-is-rollicking-good-fun/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/darryl-cunninghams-uncle-bob-adventures-volume-1-all-ages-tall-tales-offering-from-blank-slate-books-is-rollicking-good-fun/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/rumble-strip-woodrow-phoenix-myriad-editions-darryl-cunningham-supercrash/
https://myriadeditions.com/creator/darryl-cunningham/
https://darryl-cunningham.blogspot.com/
https://myriadeditions.com/creator/darryl-cunningham/
https://myriadeditions.com/creator/darryl-cunningham/
https://drawnandquarterly.com/author/darryl-cunningham/
https://www.sevenstoriespress.co.uk/books/elon-musk-american-oligarch
https://www.instagram.com/occultzine/
https://www.instagram.com/jasonatomic/
https://www.instagram.com/jasonatomic/
https://www.instagram.com/owen_michael_johnson/
https://captionfestival.co.uk/submissions/
https://caption.sumupstore.com/page/portfolio-review-info
https://caption.sumupstore.com/page/portfolio-review-info
https://www.scratchcomics.co.uk/
https://lucysullivanuk.com/
https://www.brokenfrontier.com/
https://beckkubrick.com/
https://www.instagram.com/wondermasher/#
https://domduong.com/
https://caption.sumupstore.com/
https://bsky.app/profile/captioncomicfest.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/Captioncomicsfest
https://www.tiktok.com/@captioncomicfest
https://www.instagram.com/captioncomicfest/#

